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Similar A-season fishing locations 
between 2024 and 2025

Less fishing by St. Lawrence Island 
in 2025 compared with 2024

2025 compared with 2024
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Annual catch statistics
* Generally declining catch 2017-2021, maintained from 2022-2025 (green bars)
* CPUE maintained from 2017 through 2020 but declining since 2020. 2026 has been better so far!
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Annual catch statistics: 2025
* Compared with 2024: 
 One fewer vessel, 3,174 tons less catch, 8M more hooks, lower CPUE
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Monthly catch statistics
Highest effort February-March and July-September
Highest CPUE and highest catch in January-March
Catches and CPUE remained lower but relatively consistent from April-October
Nov and Dec: Catches declined(fewer boats fishing) but CPUE increased to April-June levels
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Length frequency by month and reporting area, 2025
All months have similar length distributions in 2025, skewed left with a mode around 60 cm (range in modes between about 58-62 cm)
Areas 524, 541, 542, and 543 are less frequently fished.
Area 543 had a length distribution skewed towards larger fish in September. 
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Length frequency by month and reporting area, 2025 compared with 2024

2025 seemed to have similar patterns of fishing as 2024.
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Halibut Bycatch 2024 had the highest halibut catch since 2017, and 2025 was even higher
High halibut mortality was focused in B-season
Rates (kg/t groundfish) have been increasing since 2022
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Sea Bird Encounters Fewer seabird encounters in terms of number of individuals in 2025 compared with 2024, 
but more records (i.e. did not encounter as many seabirds, but 30 more skates had seabirds)
Encounter rate was overall lower in 2025 compared with 2024
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Crab Bycatch 2025 compared with 2024: much higher rates of Bairdi and Red King Crab
Higher rates of Opilio, lower rate of Blue King Crab
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Weekly Report
• Every Thursday by the end 

of the day (occasionally 
evening or Friday if NMFS 
website is slow to update)

Questions? Additions?
merrill@seastateinc.com 
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Closure Date Report: predicting the week the Bering Sea will close to Pacific cod fishing

Bering Sea did not 
close to Pacific 
cod fishing in 
2024 or 2025
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Closure Date Report: predicting the week the Bering Sea will close to Pacific cod fishing

Bering Sea did not 
close to Pacific 
cod fishing in 
2024 or 2025

1) Data sources from NOAA
• Weekly catch by sector
• Annual BSAI quota
• Weekly BS/AI remaining quota

2) Project weekly catch by fleet
• Has the sector fished during this projection week in the last 2 years?
 If no, assume zero catch for the projection week.
 If yes, has this sector fished so far in 2025?

 If yes, assume the average catch during the most recent 3 
weeks fished in 2025.

 If no, assume the average catch from the last 2 years for the 
projection week.
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SPECTRE
Spatial Prediction Engine for 
Catch and Trawl Risk Estimation

Sea State is currently developing a new tool, 
open to feedback about if and how FLC could 
find these visuals and models useful

Historical: ability to look at species and fleet 
catch statistics at various spatial and 
temporal scales.

Forecast: model in development, uses 
historical fishery data and ROMS 
environmental covariates (e.g. bottom temp) 
to predict target catch and bycatch
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Thank you!
merrill@seastateinc.com
steve@seastateinc.com

Website: seastateinc.com
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